
At Wesley Woods, we envision a world where older 
adults are celebrated for the lives they have lived, 
the wisdom they share and everything they have  
yet to teach us. This vision is much more than  
words on a page—it is a belief, a mindset, and  
a hope toward which every member of our team 
strives. We know we cannot achieve it alone.  
We are uplifted by donors who share this vision  
and help make it a reality. 

It is a joy to know that we are making an impact  
on the lives of the 1800 older adults we serve in  
our 10 safe, affordable communities that provide 
connection, well-being and promise. With a mission 
made possible by donors, each community is served 
by a chaplain who provides spiritual support in 
times of sadness and celebration, wellness nurses 
and programming to support resident wellbeing and 
independence, and financial support for those who 
have outlived their resources, so they never have  
to leave their Wesley Woods home.

We invite you to visit wesleywoods.org/donate to 
honor the special women in your life by making a gift 
that will have a significant impact on Wesley Woods. 
Please join us as we Cherish Every MOMent this 
Mother’s Day by celebrating the women who have 
loved, nurtured, taught, and cared for us.

Gratefully,

THE 
CONNECTION

SPRING 2025

N E W S  F R O M  W E S L E Y  W O O D S               

Diane Vaughan 
President  
Foundation of Wesley Woods

Terry Barcroft  
President and CEO  
Wesley Woods Senior Living

http://wesleywoods.org/donate


WELLNESS WORKS!

Wesley Woods has a 
contract wellness nurse 

and a service coordinator at 
each community to support 
the health and well-being 
of residents. Recently, a 
resident went to a doctor’s 
appointment and learned 
that her blood pressure was 
in the stroke range. The 
doctor had prescribed the 
appropriate medication to 
lower her blood pressure, 
but the resident, who is 
living with dementia, did not 
always take her medications 
correctly. The wellness nurse 
and service coordinator met 
with the resident’s daughter 
to produce an action plan of 
filling a pill box of appropriate 
medications each week 
and coordinating with each 
other to ensure the resident 
takes her medications on the 
appropriate day. The resident 
can also have her blood 
pressure checked each day at 
the community. Small actions 
can make a life-saving difference in the lives of Wesley 
Woods residents.

To support the Wesley Woods wellness program, visit 
wesleywoods.org/donate.

EAGLE ACCREDITATION

LAST YEAR  
DONOR SUPPORT  

PROVIDED:

1,548
Virtual Fitness  

Classes

2,847
In-Person  

Fitness Classes

8,638
Wellness Nurse Visits

1,035
Mental Health Visits 

Wesley Woods proudly announces it has been awarded 
EAGLE accreditation with commendation, the highest 

level of recognition awarded to a faith-based non-profit 
senior living organization. It measures effectiveness in 
serving its mission and practicing its values. Resulting 
from an intensive self-study and peer review, EAGLE 
accreditation demonstrates excellence in serving residents, 
their families, and care partners. 

http://wesleywoods.org/donate


LEAVING A LEGACY:  
“DO ALL THE GOOD YOU CAN”
by Charlotte Dodson

My husband, Rev. Dr. Malone Dodson, understood 
the importance of helping older adults age  

with dignity. His mother, Bernice Dodson, lived at a  
Wesley Woods community where she received great 
love and care.  

Leaving my legacy to Wesley Woods fulfills a vocational 
calling to care for the most vulnerable among us. 
John Wesley once said, “Do all the good you can, by 
all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all 
the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the 
people you can, as long as ever you can.” Leaving my 
legacy at Wesley Woods accomplishes that goal for me. 
The impact is far-reaching, and the need is urgent. 

It is an honor to be a member of the Torchbearers 
Society and for my legacy to live on in the form of 
support for older adults in Atlanta and beyond. 

If you are interested in leaving your legacy at Wesley 
Woods, contact Maggie Medlock at 404-282-8674 or 
Maggie.medlock@wesleywoods.org.

WHY SUPPORT 
WESLEY WOODS 
WITH A DONATION 
FROM YOUR IRA?

SAVE ON TAXES—a gift 
from your IRA to a nonprofit 
will count as a qualified 
charitable distribution (QCD) 
and will be tax-free up to 
$100,000. The transfer does 
not generate taxable income 
or a tax deduction, so donors 
benefit even if they don’t 
itemize their deductions. 

HELPS YOU MEET YOUR 
REQUIRED MINIMUM 
DISTRIBUTION (RMD)—
for people who must take a 
RMD, an IRA gift will count 
toward your RMD without 
adding to your taxable 
income and in turn reducing 
your annual income level. 

HELP WESLEY WOODS 
THRIVE—a gift from your 
IRA can make a significant 
impact for the mission of 
Wesley Woods. Also, no 
matter your age, you can 
designate Wesley Woods as 
the beneficiary of all or a 
percentage of your IRA and it 
will support our mission after 
your lifetime. 

Always remember to work 
with your advisors on 
charitable gifts using planned 
giving vehicles such as 
an IRA or bequest. Please 
contact Maggie Medlock  
at 404-282-8674 or  
Maggie.medlock@
wesleywoods.org with 
questions about supporting 
Wesley Woods.

LAST YEAR  
DONOR SUPPORT  

PROVIDED:

1,548
Virtual Fitness  

Classes

2,847
In-Person  

Fitness Classes

8,638
Wellness Nurse Visits

1,035
Mental Health Visits 
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A GRATEFUL HEART GIVES BACK

Deb Millwood gives to Wesley Woods 
in gratitude for the care both 

her mother and aunt experienced as 
residents. From the cheerful dining room 
staff to the frequent activities offered 
it was obvious to Deb that encouraging 
independence while offering support was 
at the very heart of the Wesley Woods 
mission. She believes that every aspect 
of care considers the impact on residents 
with the goal of enhancing their quality 
of life. She shared that her aunt loved 
gathering for snacks and fellowship and spending  
special time with her neighbors, and that it was so 
important for her well-being, especially as memory 
issues crept in. Deb told us, “When you walk through  
the doors of Wesley Woods, you get a sense of ‘home’ 
where residents are enjoying life.”

Visit wesleywoods.org/donate to make a tribute gift  
in honor or memory of someone you love.

“�When you walk 
through the doors of 
Wesley Woods, you 
get a sense of ‘home’ 
where residents are 
enjoying life.”

SAVE THE DATE 

SEPTEMBER 18,  2025
FLOURISH •  BUCKHEAD

Save the date to join us on 
Thursday, September 18, 2025, 
for Heroes, Saints and Legends 
where we will honor individuals 
who have made a significant 
impact on our wider community 
and state. To see a complete 
list of previous honorees go to 
wesleywoods.org/hsl.

https://www.wesleywoods.org/donate/
http://wesleywoods.org/hsl


THE GIFT OF PRESENCE 

A resident at Asbury Harris Epworth Towers asked her 
chaplain, Rev. Dr. Nancy Long, how to measure the 

importance of presence. Chaplain Nancy replied that 
she did not know how to measure it, but that she shows 
up and is present for whoever needs her. The resident 
said, “It means so much to see Nancy’s door open and 
know that she is available to listen and pray and that 
God works through Wesley Woods to take care of us in 
this place.”

Chaplains at Wesley Woods practice a ministry of 
presence that supports the spiritual and emotional 
wellbeing of all residents, regardless of faith 
background. When you give to the Foundation of Wesley 
Woods, you help residents know the love and care of 
God through the chaplains who are here to serve them.

To support the pastoral care program at Wesley Woods, 
visit wesleywoods.org/donate.

While we continue our work to annually fund the 
pastoral care, wellness and financial assistance 

programs, our Wesley Woods Communities  
have additional needs. 

Please contact Maggie Medlock at 
404-282-8674 if you have interest 
in funding one or more of the items 
listed, or if you can connect us with 
a corporation or foundation who 
may have an interest. 

ITEMS IN NEED OF FUNDING

LAST YEAR  
DONOR SUPPORT  

PROVIDED:

8,716
Resident  

Connections

838
Family Connections

1,182
Staff Support 
Connections

1,992
Studies and  

Services  

• �Replace rotunda flooring 
$20,000

• �Part time bus driver 
$18,000

• �Replace kitchen vent 
hood $10,000

• �Painting stairwells $8,000

http://wesleywoods.org/donate
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The Foundation of Wesley Woods 
1817 Clifton Road NE 
Atlanta, GA 30329

Visit wesleywoods.org/donate to honor

special women in your life by making a gift to Wesley Woods.

This Mother’s Day, celebrate the women  
who have loved, nurtured, taught,  

and cared for us.  

http://wesleywoods.org/donate

